
      

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lab Updates: What we’ve been up to! 
 Up The DoSC Lab is open and working to 
adapt our studies to the current situation. 
Like everyone else around the world, we 
find ourselves living and functioning 
during an unprecedented global event 
that has changed the way we socialize 
with each other, as well as how we think 
about inequality.  

While these topics intersect with the lab’s 
existing research interests, they have 
suddenly become more relevant in this 
time of dramatic change. In the past few 
months, our work has continued to focus 
on exploring these issues online and in 
person, with both children and adults. 

It has also been an eventful year for our 
lab members. Our lab welcomed two 

graduate students, Cassidy Wolfe and 
Jacky Beck. We recently had our lab 
manager, Lucy Stowe, present her work at 
the Harvard Women’s Annual Trends in 
Psychology Summit, and our PI, Nadia 
Chernyak, as well as our lab manager, 
Lucy Stowe, and grad student, Cassidy 
Wolfe, are looking forward to presenting 
their work at the Society of Personality and 
Social Psychology in San Francisco this 
February.  

We have recently started returning to parks 
in Orange County as well as the Pretend 
City Children’s Museum. Please check our 
website to see when we will be out in the 
community, we would love to meet some 
more child scientists!  

A Brief Introduction 
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What do we do? 
Our studies take the form of short games: 
puzzle games, number games, interactive 
computer games, storytelling games etc. 
We look at children’s responses on these 
games to study how they think and 
behave at different stages of their lives 
i.e. to investigate the developmental 
trajectory of their acquired skills, 
behaviors and reasoning about the 
world. 

The Development of Social Cognition 
Lab at UC-Irvine investigates how 
children learn to think and reason 
about the social world around them 
and the cognitive competencies 
underlying these skills.  

We look at how children learn about 
fairness and equality, choice, thinking 
about the future, and prosocial 
behaviors such as sharing and helping. 

Our Research Updates 
 

Our research looks at how 
children understand the social 
world around them; this year 
we’ve been focusing on child-
parent interactions, children’s 
emotional experiences, and 
how children’s experiences 
with disadvantage affect their 
ideas and fairness behavior.   

What have we found so far? 

Chores Around the House: 

• This study investigated how 
children perceived which 
parent did certain household 
chores. 

• We found that children as 
young as three years of age 
stated that their mother did 
the most housework. By age 
6, we found that children 
were also able to state that 
their mother did the most 
childcare. 

• We compared children’s 
answers to certain questions 
about housework and 
childcare to their parent’s 
response to those same 
questions. 

Different Reasons for Inequality: 

• This study investigated how 
children rated different types 
of inequality, and their 
subsequent rectification of 
these inequalities. 

• We found that children 
believed inequalities created 
on the basis of merit to be the 
fairest, whereas group-based 
inequalities were seen as the 
least fair. 

• Children were also more likely 
to rectify random inequalities 
and least likely to rectify 
merit-based inequalities. 
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What games are we playing? 
 

Want to know more about our 
games? Find a list of our 

current studies on our website 
 
 

 

DoSC Games: Parent Play! 
Looking for fun social-cognitive development games to play with your child? Try this one! 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Feature: 
Person, Picture & Project 
 

Development of Social 
Cognition Lab at UCI 

Address : 

407 Social Science Lab 

University of California 
Irvine 

Irvine, CA 92612  

 

 

 

Contact Us! 

Phone  : 

(949) 824-4738 

E-Mail  : 

dosclab@uci.edu  

Web Site : 

www.dosclab.com 

 

Where to find us! 
 

Interesting in participating? 

We are currently running studies 
online and in-person. In order to 

participate, please sign up on our 
website at: 

www.dosclab.com/contact-us 

Or send us an email at: 

dosclab@uci.edu 

Find more studies from other labs at 
UC Irvine: 

https://childrenhelpingscience.com/ 
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Child Scientists 
Sign up online! 
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The Storybook Game 

Who can play: 4 – 6 years old 

What concept it helps develop: 
Number knowledge 

You need: 
1. Storybook without words 

 

How to play: 

1. Get a Storybook 
     a) Use a Storybook you have at home that does not have any words,        

or  
     b) Download a free, wordless Storybook online:  

http://freekidsbooks.org/subject/wordless/ 

2. Go through the Storybook with your child and practice their counting 
skills by having them count objects throughout the Storybook. Drawing 
attention to the concepts of numbers and counting in fun environments 
like reading a book can help children become more comfortable 
counting on their own! 

 

This month’s featured lab member is: 

 

 

 
 
 
 

JOLINA LEE 
Jolina Lee is a third-year Psychology major 
in the Cognitive Sciences department and 
a research assistant in the DoSC Lab at 
UCI. She plans to graduate in the Fall of 
2022 and go on to become a Speech-
Language Pathologist. A fun fact about 
Jolina is that she can sleepwalk! 

Jolina is working on the Math and Reading 
Game project. During her research 
experience thus far, she has worked on the 
Fairness and Religion project and the Social 
Relatedness project.  

Her current study investigates gender 
differences in children’s preference for 
either math or reading. Specifically, this 
study investigates if girls’ and boys’ 
preferences for math and reading change 
when they are told that they are either 
playing a competitive or noncompetitive 
game.  
 
Jolina is looking forward to working with 
more child scientists for her project both on 
Zoom and in Orange County! 

www.dosclab.com/book-online 


